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by Tammy Mercer-Gervais

FBCA President 

L ITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT 
     “The introduction of the com-

bustion engine ended the linear pattern 
of logging. Bulldozers and trucks could 
get to almost any logging site, and by 
the 1940s trucks became the main 
source of transportation which  
continues to be the case today. Further 
advances in technology included the 
double-bladed axe and the Swede saw, 
which later became the chainsaw.”
     Now to Fanny Bay and the FBCA. 
Summer is generally a slower time for 
the Board and with that in mind, we 
decided not to have a monthly Board 
meeting in August. This will allow every-
one to enjoy some summer fun. Pickle-
ball continues and moves outside. Aero-
bics takes the summer off. The summer 
market at the time of writing this is 
right around the corner, and organizers 
Debby and Jackie have everything orga-
nized and ready to go. Rentals increase 

LOGGING IN  BC 
in the summer months, and I am happy 
to report we are back to pre-pandemic 
activity at the Hall. We welcome back 
the Ocean Wave Square Dancers who 
will enjoy a weekend of camping and 
dancing at the hall later this month.   
     Big thanks to Mainroad North Island 
Contracting for grading our parking lot. 
One day we would like to see a paved 
parking lot, but until we can raise the 
dollars, we must contend with the grav-
el lot and unfortunately the potholes 
that develop. Having it graded profes-
sionally is a tremendous help.   
     Thank you to the members of the 
community that have stepped up and 
contacted Alaine to do some of the vol-
unteer jobs on the list. It is nice to see 
the list getting smaller. Remember, 
many hands make light work!  
As mentioned in previous Flyer, 

Dominique   
Hrytsay is 
our new Family Liaison Director, and 
she has organized a couple of summer 
drop-in Free Play Nights. Come join the 
fun July 19th 5:30 – 7:30 and August 9th 
5:30 – 7:30.  Contact Dominque at 
Director1@fannybaycommunity.com 
for more information. 
     One last mention, the FBCA wishes 
Mike Smith a happy retirement as Fire 
Chief of the Fanny Bay Volunteer Fire 
department. Mike and the entire de-
partment have always been strong sup-
porters at our events, and we wish Mike 
and his wife Erna some well-deserved 
time off. 

  Enjoy your summer! 
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H ELLO THERE   FANNY BAY,   UNION BAY,  AND  
     I'm thrilled to introduce myself as Dominique 

Hrytsay, your new Family Liaison for the Fanny Bay 

Community Association. I'm here to bring you exciting youth 

activities and make sure families have an amazing ti me in our 

wonderful community. 

     Let me give you a little background about myself. I've been 

actively involved as either a Volunteer, Director, or President 

with various not-for-profit organizations for over 15 years. 

     During that time, I've organized and hosted countless 

youth and family events in my communities. What makes it 

even more fun, is that my own two children love to partici-

pate in the planning and organizing too. So, you can rest as-

sured that our activities will be youth-approved!  

     I couldn't be more excited to kick-start youth activities at 

the Fanny Bay Hall again. And let me tell you, the support 

from our community’s families has been incredible. It warms 

my heart to see such enthusiasm right from the start! 

     Now, mark your calendars because there are two fantastic 

youth drop-in nights coming up. The first one will be on 

Wednesday, July 19th, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  Entry is com-

pletely free! It's all about free play, free popcorn, and free 

fun! Oh, and don't worry if you can't make it to the first one. 

We've got you covered with a second drop-in night on 

Wednesday, August 9th, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. 

     But that's not all! Starting in September, always from 5:30 

to 7:30, we'll have two drop-in nights per month on the first 

BOWSER COMMUNITIES! 
and third Wednesday .  

     One of the nights will be all 

about free play, where our youth 

can let their imaginations run wild. 

The other night will be a learning/

crafting/more structured activity to 

keep things interesting!  

     And hey, keep an eye out for 

special events scattered throughout 

the year. We have some surprises in 

store for you that you won't want to miss! 

     I'm dedicated to keeping families up to date with all the 

exciting happenings in our community. You can catch updates 

and announcements in each edition of the Fanny Bay Flyer 

and on our Community Facebook pages.  

     If you have any ideas or would like to volunteer, please 

feel free to get in touch with me at  

family@fannybaycommunity.com. 

     Let's make Fanny Bay the go-to place for youth fun and 

family adventures. Together, we'll create unforgettable mem-

ories and strengthen our community spirit. Stay tuned for 

more excitement coming your way! 

With enthusiasm, 
 by Dominique Hrytsay 

      Family Liaison Director  
  Fanny Bay Community Association 

mailto:family@fannybaycommunity.com
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WATER CONSERVATION GUIDELINES 
SHIPS POINT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

As of June 2023 

STAGE 

ONE 

STAGE 

TWO 

STAGE 

THREE 

STAGE 

FOUR 

Watering Lawns And Trees Yes Yes No No 

Watering Lawns And Gardens Within 3 Meters Of A 

Structure (For Fire Safety) 

Yes Yes 

10pm to 

10am 

Yes 

10pm to 

10am (3 

hours max) 

No 

Hand Watering Drip And Micro Irrigation Yes Yes Yes No 

Vehicle, Boat And House Washing Yes Yes No No 

Filling Pools, Hot Tubs, Ponds And Fountains Yes Yes No No 

Pressure Washing Walkways, Driveways And Siding Yes Yes No No 

Pressure Washing For Paint Preparation Yes Yes No No 

Fire Protection Yes Yes Yes Yes 

No 

Vegetable gardens  
and fruit trees  

are exempt from  
all restrictions, even Stage 4 

Hand watering to be done using 
a hand-held container  

or a hose equipped  
with a shutoff device 
Please consider using  
micro-irrigation or  

drip-irrigation as opposed to 
a sprinkler

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No No 

No No 

No No 
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by Dianne Volrich

www.bowserbuilders.com  

S HIPS POINT LAUNCH  RAIN DANCE 
Summer temperatures 

were up, and the fire ban and 
water restrictions were in effect. 
It was all people were talking 
about, and Stanley was worried. 
That night, after it had cooled 
down, he was sitting outside our 
window, watching a movie on the 
big screen T.V. It was a cowboy 
movie, and Stanley really liked 
cowboy movies! There were men in bright-coloured cos-
tumes, with feathers in their hair, and they looked like wild 
birds. Stanley laughed, but the longer he watched, the 
more impressed he became. The tom-toms and rattles 
made him feel primal. After what seemed like a lot of danc-
ing, rain poured down, and all the cowboys were excited 
and jumped up and down and cheered. Stanley thought, "I 
can do that! I can bring rain and people will love me, and I 
will be really important and maybe somebody will give me 
a badge or a birthday cake!" 
     He knew how to do a rain dance but did not have all the 
noisy stuff, so he went shopping. At the beach, he emptied 
his backpack and filled it with oyster shells. He borrowed a 
flag from a clothesline and tied it around his forehead. 
Then he hunted for feathers and stuck as many big ones in 
the band as possible. He looked at his reflection in a tidal 
pool and saw a magnificent Rain Warrior! 
     He decided to do his rain dance at the top of Tozer Rd. 
That way, the torrents of water would wash down to the 
bus shelter and out into the bay. It was the middle of the 
day, and the sun was hot and the heat almost unbearable. 
If you ever wondered where the expression 'hot dog' came 
from - this is it! 
    Stanley walked slowly up the hill, dragging his backpack, 
and stood in the middle of the road. He started his dance, 
slowly at first, rattling his oyster shell backpack, moving in 
a circle, nodding his feather head up and down. Then he 
danced faster, stomping, yipping, kicking up the dust in the 
dry road. 
     He was on fire! No, he was not! It was raining hard, and 
he could hear people yelling. Exhilarated, Stanley danced 
harder, and more cold water pummeled him. Suddenly, it 
stopped. Why? Stanley stood in the middle of the mud 
puddle he had created and waited for applause. It didn't 
work out that way. 
       The two families living at the top of the hill were 
alarmed at the sight of an out-of-control and maybe rabid 
dog. Two garden hoses at full blast successfully brought 
the wild dance to a stop. Once the water, mud, and confu-
sion cleared, it became obvious that the feathered thing 
was Stanley and that he was only trying to help. Everyone 
agreed that he deserved something special for his effort. 
     With grateful thanks, Stanley was given a double cherry 
popsicle, a pat on the head, and the instructions to Go Cool 
Off in The Bay!!  

9am - 5pm  7 Days a Week 
Til Further Notice 
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T HE COMOX VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT  
 (CVRD) recently completed a fire service review. One 

of the findings of the review was to explore implementing a 
consolidated service area and to integrate two or more fire 
departments to serve the southern section of the region. 
     Due to the close proximity of the Fanny Bay Fire Depart-
ment and Union Bay Fire Rescue combined with the pending 
retirement of the current Fanny Bay Fire Department Fire 
Chief, an opportunity was presented to integrate the two fire 
protection service areas. Starting on July 1, 2023 Union Bay 
Fire Rescue Chief will be responsible for managing the opera-
tions of both facilities. 
      “Serving members of each department have been actively 
involved in the process and with this adjustment there will 

be an improved level of professional service provided to resi-
dents by having a larger membership response for incidents 
as well as access to available equipment,” explains Chief Ham 
of the Union Bay Fire Rescue. “Our teams are excited to work 
together and continue to offer top level service to our com-
munities.” 
     Residents of Fanny Bay and Union Bay can contact the 
Chief Ham at firechief@unionbayfirerescue.ca or by calling 
the Union Bay Firehall at 250-335-2345. Residents who live 
within Fanny Bay can now visit https://
unionbayfirerescue.ca/ for information and updates for their 
community. 

J OIN THE FBCA TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS 

     The Fanny Bay Hall is the heart of our community. 
It’s the place where we gather with family, friends and neigh-
bours to play sports, listen to music, walk the dog, exercise, 
meet, eat and welcome new folks to the area. In the past 
year, several long-time volunteers have stepped away, 
having served our community admirably. It's a familiar hap-
pening in the long history of volunteerism at the hall. 

The tasks are many to keep our hall not only open but 
thriving. We need you! Some are of the tasks involve several 
hours a month, some involve several minutes a month. If you 
see something in the list below that speaks to you, please 
speak to us!      Call or email Alaine French at 250-335-3379 or  
concerts@fannybaycommunity.com 

mailto:firechief@unionbayfirerescue.ca
https://unionbayfirerescue.ca/
https://unionbayfirerescue.ca/
mailto:concerts@fannybaycommunity.com
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G ROWING THINGS IS A GOOD WAY  
  to stay focussed. For us at Fanny Bay Salmonid Enhance-

ment Society, who raise fast-growing, fast-moving fish, and not-so-
fast trees, it is a hands-on present and future. Computers get in-
volved, but first its hands. Tools and gloves and nets and buckets 
and pots, and water and dirt, all handled by dedicated volunteers. 
We have been busy lately. In the tree nursery, our all-hands-on 
deck event is the ‘pot party’ when donated silviculture plugs meet 
volunteers and mulch and potting soil and one-gallon pots. 
     It is your basic garden production line:  grab pot, fill with soil, 
drop in tree plug, add more 
soil around plug, press firm-
ly to set in place, fit into 
wheelbarrow for transfer to 
rows, repeat. They did this 
1500 times. The crew were 
John Phillips, Skyeanne Jen-
kins, Tom Trainor, Lesley 
Jones, James Fong, Peter 
Spodzieja, John Todd and 
Randy Lousier. 
     While our fish grow 
through the summer, their 
water supply will not. 
Thanks to a bucket brigade moving them, they are now all swim in 
our two large raceways, with room to grow until the rains start 
again. Our constant five hundred litres per minute of eight degree 
well water will be blended with one hundred lpm of Rosewall Creek 
water through summer to keep them comfortable at 11 degrees 
and give them room to grow to an average five or six grams each. 
Moving fish has all the challenge and repetition of potting trees, 
plus nets and buckets. Raceway F with 25, 232 and G with 23,540 
now hold our 2023 brood year. Fish movers included Doug Barnes, 
Larry Kimura, Dean Robinson, Shaun Gray, Tom Trainor, and Jens 
Johansen. 
     Our smolt box migration counting efforts tell us how well our 
habitat streams are doing in their vital job of being home and 
source for all wild salmon. There will not be a test, but here is a 
brief review: Coho hatch from eggs laid in streams, rear for a year 
there, go to sea for two, and return to spawn in the stream at the 
end of their three-year life span. Every stream has its own distinc-
tive Coho. (DNA tests have shown many of our fish are identical, 

likely a result of straying 
and historical human 
interference.) Each 
salmon is specialized for 
its creek and seriously 
dependant on it, and 
stream health is deter-
mined by its water sup-
ply, which is affected by 
climate as well as hu-
mans.   
     This year, water and 
attempts to control it 
by beavers created 
constant problems for 

us. On Cook and Chef 
creeks, daily log entries 

show boxes washed out, 
water blocked by beavers, 
opened, blocked again, low 
water, no water. For Randy 
Lousier, team leader, the 
mission was “finding a way 
to work with the beavers” 
and the result was “the bea-
vers won.” Smolt traps (fine 
mesh wire cages with one-way entrances) supplanted the boxes, 
and the count continued. Fish want moving water, beavers want 
still ponds, and FBS volunteers are in the middle. This year, 363 Co-
ho left Cook, and 1264, Chef. In 2020 753 Cook smolts migrated, 
and enough came back to create this year’s run in 2022. On Wilfred 
Creek, 2345 smolts escaped, and on Mud Bay creek, 1161. There 
are 600 smalls streams on the east coast of the island, and Coho 
want to spawn in all of them. In our four creeks, years of counts 
have shown how many can and will if we give them a chance and 
some help. That is what we are here for. You are welcome to visit, 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings at 8425 Berray Road, and meet 
the fish and the trees and your neighbours, the FBSES volunteers. 

...and they made good use of them. 

by Dave Sands 

James Fong prepares  

another batch of 

Tom Trainor with 

 one bucket of many  
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B EAUFORT WATERSHED STEWARDS (BWS) 
 I am always amazed that so few well owners know the 

level of the water in their wells. But then, I am a data-driven 
sort of guy. If I were on a private well, I would have a sensor 
that sent real-time data to my phone. But that’s me. There is 
no need for that kind of cutting-edge technology. There are a 
few well owners who put a tape measure down the well now 
and again and keep a notebook with the data. That works. 
But these folks are outliers. Most well owners simply depend 
on the historical abundance of water in our area. 
     But the historical availability of water is proving to be an 
unreliable indicator. Ships Point Improvement District (SPID) 
has three community wells that have been fabulous produc-
ers over the years. This year, even the SPID wells have shown 
the stress of an unprecedented drought.  
     BWS monitors a number of wells in the Fanny Bay area 
(and beyond). The objective is to create a 3D map of ground-
water over time. As a side benefit, we can plot the data for 
each well over the course of the year. This can be useful for 
the well owner if it is a well they depend on for domestic  
water. This year, the gradual downward curves that we see 
every summer have started sooner and are already much 
lower than in past years. In some cases, wells are as much as 
45 centimetres lower than this time last year. This is good 
data to have, but scary.  
     Data cannot protect us from the effects of drought, but it 
provides a call to action. It tells us that we must prepare. 
Lately, it has been telling us that we must change long estab-
lished water consumption habits. We need to use less water. 
In a drought, the water table is going to drop no matter what, 
but we can try to slow that decline.  

     Even with stringent conserva-
tion methods, some folks’ wells 
are going to run dry. If we have 
the data and listen to the data, 
we can better prepare. Maybe 
just stash a few carboys of water 
for a brief shortage. Or longer 
term, install a cistern. Or maybe a rain catchment system. 
     These are things individuals can do to prepare. But we 
need to approach the problem as a community. The water 
table does not respect property lines or political boundaries. 
It would be great to have a regional drought response plan. 
This is a big part of why BWS gathers flow data for local 
creeks and groundwater data up and down the eastern side 
of the Beaufort Range. Historical data would be a big part of 
any mitigation strategy.  
     As the effects of climate change are accelerating, this feels 
more and more urgent. We find ourselves saying, over and 
over again,   
   “we should have started this work ten years earlier.”  

Of course, it is 
too late to have 
started earlier. 
But, please, go 
have a peek at 
your well. 

by  

   Mike Mesford 

Hours Tues – Sat 10-5pm 
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OAP REPORT 

 Celebrating 19 Years in Bowser 

GARDEN CENTRE OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

Perennials  Grasses 

    Succulents 

OPEN 6 Days A Week   Mon - Sat 10 - 5   CLOSED Sundays 

T HIS SUMMER WILL BE A MEMORABLE ONE  
one because of the extreme drought and alarmingly 

hot temperatures. Conservation of water must be a priority 
and prevention of any kind of fire is critical.   
      Sadly, this summer will also be remembered for the loss 
of two of our very dear Fanny Bay Seniors, Carla Hope and 
Leona Keim.   

     Both ladies were active members of the OAP and always 
volunteered for baking for functions, convening potlucks, hall 
decorating, event planning, yard cleanup and anything fun 
that came along too. 
     We are deeply saddened by the loss of these lovely friends 
and will miss them greatly.  

 May they rest in peace. 

     My report last month listed all of our summer activities so 
if you’re curious about the OAP activities please refer to the 
last issue of the Flyer.   
     Birthdays for July and August are numerous!  For July we 
wish Dan Beasley, Bob Challand, Finn Keim, Barbara McDow-
ell, Joan Payne and Bill Trussler a very happy birthday!  In Au-
gust we predict Birthday cakes for Jeanette Eyre, Kathryn 
Hardy, Clayton Hutchings, Curt Johnson, Roy Shields and 
Gaylia Wiens. Happy Birthday to all of you and to anyone out 
in the community celebrating theirs! 

“Grief never ends… but it changes. 
It is a passage, not a place to stay. 

   Grief is not a sign of weakness, nor a lack of faith…  
            it is the price of Love.” 

M AKE YOUR YARD DROUGHT RESISTANT 
Fanny Bay is experiencing an unprecedented low level 

of water in our wells due to a significant reduction in rainfall 
over the past couple of years. To reduce the depletion in our 
water aquifers here are some tips to help make your property 
more drought resistant and conserve water:

• Brown is the new green; there’s no need to water

your  lawn. It will go brown over the summer and turn
green again when the rains arrive in the fall.

• Better yet, replace water-hungry lawns and ornamental
gardens with a mix of drought tolerant
perennial plants and native species.
Or plant a vegetable garden and
fruit trees to grow your own food.
A densely planted garden bed will
retain more water than shallow-
rooted grasses will.

• Run a drip water system (on a timer) to irrigate your
garden and use it sparingly. Affordable drip hoses and
timers are available at local hardware stores.

• Collect gray water from your house in buckets (from rins-
ing veggies, dog water bowls, waiting for your shower
water to get warm, etc.) and use it to water your
trees, container plants, etc.

• Use mulch in your garden beds to help retain water
moisture and nutrients in the soil and reduce water use.

• Plant more trees. Areas with even partial shade require
less water than ones in full sun.

• Use hardscape elements that allow water to
penetrate the ground to store water for your plants and
to help refill aquifers.

Let’s all do our part. If we plant wisely and use our water 
sparingly, we can maintain a healthy ecosystem for years to 
come.       By Kathryn Hardy, Friends of Fanny Bay Parks



 

fannybaycommunity.com JULY-AUGUST  2023  11

S HIPS POINT 
 WATER CONSERVATION 
 EFFORTS CONTINUE   

as drought conditions escalate across 
Vancouver Island. On July 3rd, the SPID 
board of directors sent the following message out to the  
residents of Ships Point Improvement District:  

“The three community wells that supply our drinking water 
are experiencing unprecedented stress. A winter with below 
average rainfall and a very dry spring have created severe 
drought conditions. In addition, one of our three wells has  

been shut down since January due to new 
regulations by Island Health. This well 
requires additional filtration and UV 

treatment. We are working as quickly as possible to install 
new filters and a UV system. The water level in one of the re-
maining two wells is at times dropping low enough to trigger 
an alarm. We have never seen this before. At present rates of 
water consumption, this well could shut down due to lack of 
water. The short-term answer is to reduce our consumption. 
All Ships Point residents share these wells. They are our only 

source of water. There are about 290 
water connections on Ships Point. 
Currently, consumption is as high as 
it’s ever been. We are all eager to 
maintain our landscaping and 
gardens, but we especially need to 
reduce the amount of outside water 
we each use. Do not use a sprinkler. 
Please hand water. If you have a drip 
irrigation system, consider reducing 
the frequency and amount of time 
it’s on. Any type of pressure washing 
is not allowed. Avoid washing decks, 
vehicles, boats, driveways, and house 
siding. You can get more information 
at SPID.ca including consumption 
rates and well levels (see Water De-
partment/Water Operator Reports). 
If we all do our part to reduce our 
water consumption, we should have 
water until the rains return.” 
     In the week following circulation 
of this news, we experienced a 
hotter than usual stretch of weather. 

Despite the heat, SPID’s water con-
sumption data showed a small re-
duction in water use. Typically, ex-
tra watering during hot weather 
results in a spike in consumption 
but your efforts made a difference. 
Please continue to conserve. 
     At the time of publishing, SPID 
was at Water Conservation Stage 3. 
The chart in this article (see page  4) 
shows Conservation Guidelines for 
Stages 1 through 4. Please monitor 
the welcome sign at the entrance to 
Ships Point, or SPID.ca,  for changes 
to conservation levels.  
     By sharing the responsibility to 
limit our unnecessary water use, we 
will get through this together.    

SPID REPORT 
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Ozurie 

‘Feeling torn between the life you want 
 and the life you have.’ (Koenig p.17) 

I want it all. 
I want to experience everything my body can feel  

while I can still feel. 
I want to achieve the full range of possibilities  

my brain can imagine. 

I want to see what has never been seen 
and hold those images in my mind forever. 

I want to visit every country that is on the map and all those 
who have disappeared with the fickleness of time. 

I want to sail the seven seas and get lost in the  
vast expanse of place and time. 

I want to dance with the chaos  
until we sway together in harmony. 

I want to barge into the place where dreams live 
and demand they bow to my wishes. 

I want my books to be read by a million people 
and hear the harsh criticism of those who will never see 

what I see and feel what I feel 
and laugh  

and the praise of those who see what I see  
and feel what I feel and love what I write 

and smile. 

But is that really what I want? 
Or do I just want to enjoy what I already have? 

I love getting up before the sun appears above  
Denman Island and watch life evolve in the reflections off the 

Salish Sea. 

I live to sift the dirt with my bare hands  
and prepare my gardens for the new life they will bring. 

I love to sit on Qualicum Bay Beach  
and look out across the wide expanse of sea 

to the white capped mountains beyond. 

I love to walk my favorite forest paths 
and stop to rest my arms around my favorite giants 

and thank them for sharing their forest with me. 

I love to seek out the young fry  
hiding in the roots and rocks of the creek beds 

and smile at their courage to beat the odds  
and make it to the wide-open seas. 

My dreams? 
I will still dream them because that is who I am. 

My books? 
I will still write them because that is what I do. 

But I will let be what will be and live, 
just live, and enjoy every damn minute of it. 

C ELEBRATION OF LIFE, Fanny Bay Community Hall, 
Sunday, July 16th, 1:30pm  

     Carolina (Carla) Joanna Maria Hope, 
January 1, 1943 - June 16, 2023. Carla passed 
away at home with family by her side after a 
long and courageous battle with pancreatic 
Cancer. She was born in Rotterdam, Holland 
during the Nazi occupation of WW II. The 
family emigrated to the White Rock, BC area 
in 1954 and Carla lived and worked in the 
area for most of her life.  
     In 2003 she fell in love with Fanny Bay and moved here to live 
out her life. She loved her home and gave lots of her energy to 
keeping it “just so”. Carla was a proud member of both the Fanny 
Bay Seniors and the Fanny Bay Community Association. She could 
always be counted on to lend a hand or a smile to anyone who 
needed it. She was hardworking, generous, kind, funny, active and 
a good friend.  
    The family thanks Dr. Lissa Benson, Dr. Madeleine Smit, CV Hos-
pice Society, Red Cross, Home Support, N. Island Hospital – Courte-
nay, Cancer Care and Medical Daycare staff for all the loving, kind, 
and respectful care of our dear Carla. You all gave so much, thank 
you. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to one of the 
organizations listed above.  
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T HE GARDEN CLUB HELD ITS ANNUAL 
club garden tour on Thursday, June 29. Three members 

opened their gardens, beginning with Dianne and Roland on Vivian 
Way at 4 pm.   
      “Silverlea,” as Dianne and Roland call their home and grounds, 
features a sculpted half acre garden with fruit trees and roses of all 
kinds. A cellist was on hand to provide lovely live music as the 
guests wandered about. 
     Next up was Debby McRae’s garden on Cougar Smith Road. The 
garden is Debby’s sanctuary and consists of gorgeous trees, shrubs, 
flowers, and veggies in various beds and planted areas. Debby 
chooses mostly deer resistant and drought tolerant plants. The 
beauty of her garden comes through 22 years of hard work! 
    Last, but not least, was the garden of Mike and Erna Smith, lo-
cated on Island Highway South. Their yard is on a portion of the 
site of the former Fanny Bay sawmill, so has a base of sand and 
gravel. The gardens are spread out over an acre and have been 
built using the “lasagna” method of layering compostables over 
time. Even after 15 years, Erna still finds metal artifacts such as 
bolts, hooks, dozens of nails, and hordes of mill ends as she gar-
dens. 
    Last summer, Erna neglected her gardens entirely to concen-

trate on building a new 200 foot long deer fence along the side of 
the property bordering a neglected blackberry and wild rose glade. 
Using recycled weathered boards from the former mill pay office, 
which was dismantled by hand by Mike after their house was built 
in 2008/09, she has crafted an art fence celebrating her love of 
birds, cats, and bright colours. A dozen clematis add living interest 
to complete the fence. 

     A potluck social completed the evening at Mike and Erna’s with 
about thirty people in attendance.  
    Garden club activities and meetings are on hold until September 
7th, when regular meetings resume at the Seniors (OAP) Hall on 
Ships Point Road in Fanny Bay.. The topic will be growing ferns.  

     Guests are always welcome to attend our meetings. For 
more information, please email  
bsgardenclub@gmail.com 

BAYNES SOUND GARDEN CLUB 

by Jackie  Dunham 

by Jackie  Dunham 

mailto:bsgardenclub@gmail.com
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 BULLETIN   BOARD  ADS C OAST KITCHEN  

CHERRIES 

     One of the best things of 
the hot summer days of  
August is cherries. They are 
available everywhere and is 
the perfect anytime snack. 
     If you find yourself with a 
surplus, try making clafoutis. It 
is easy to make and very impressive! Serve it for brunch, or 
as a dessert with whipped cream. It can be made with frozen 
cherries as well, so be sure to pit and freeze any that may be 
getting too ripe too fast. 

Preheat your oven to 350F -   
the longer the better for this recipe. 

In a blender, combine: 

1 1/4 cups of milk 

1/2 cup of sugar 

3 eggs 

1 1/2 tsp vanilla 

1/2 tsp almond extract (optional) 

1/2 cup of flour 

pinch of salt 

Blend until mixture is frothy. 

Butter a 9x9” or 10x7” baking dish (such as a pie pan or a 
cast iron skillet). Scatter the cherries over the bottom*. You 
will need 3 cups of pitted cherries - if frozen, thaw & pat dry. 

Pour batter evenly over the top. Bake for approx. 45 minutes 
- if it’s browning too fast tent with foil. It should have a slight 
jiggly texture.

Cool on wire rack - the puffiness will deflate a bit, but don’t 
worry this is normal. When cool, dust with icing sugar. 

*Optional: Add 2 TB slivered almonds in with the cherries

     Feel free to get creative and try this with other stone 
fruits such as apricots and nectarines. Wash and dry them 
well, then remove the pits and slice in to wedges. In the pic-
ture above I used my home canned cherries. 

 by Marietjie Coast 

FANNY BAY YOGA 
Returns in August -  annette@agelessyoga.ca 
  For info  604-837-1429 

WOODMIZER  LT50  MOBILE  SAWMILL  FOR HIRE 

Fully Hydraulic Mobile     Computerized  Sawmill.   
Turning logs into Accurate cut lumber - Fast.  
Insured & local   References available. Call Bill  250 650 1322 

MAN & 1 TON TRUCK FOR HIRE 
Town pickups, Construction waste removal, Residential yard clean 
up & Dump runs, Etc. Fully insured 25 years local references 

available.  Call Bill  250 650 1322 

YOGA - JANE LONEY   Tuesday 7 - 8:30 pm, Fanny Bay 
Main Hall    www.janeloney.com  info call: 250-207-2032 

FANNY BAY HALL RENTALS  Meetings Weddings 
Family Celebrations   Call Judy at 250-335– 0241  or

Email: rentals@fannybaycommunity. Com

OAP HALL RENTAL   418 Ships Point Road. 
250-335-1337   Email: fannybayseniors@shaw.ca

mailto:annette@agelessyoga.ca
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.janeloney.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C57a21cf0a20d48aa945a08da31e232e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637877144830408215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMz


fannybaycommunity.com JULY-AUGUST  2023  15

Aerobics (FB Hall) 
    Suzanne Murray ...................................  335-2533 

  Baynes Sound Lions Club (OAP Hall) 
    Cliff Helps ….. .......................................  335-1112 

  Baynes Sound Garden Club (OAP Hall) 
………… bsgardenclub@gmail.com 

    Marion Woloschuk, President 

  Beachcombers Academy  Little Oysters Preschool 
    Principal - Ms. Cathy Bertram......... 778-427-4007 

  Beaufort Watershed Stewards 
    Mike Mesford  …………......………....... 250-702-5900 

  Comox Valley Caregivers Support 
 Gini Eyres ……………………………...…... 250-897-8267 

  Comox Valley Hospice Society 
    2900 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay ……….... 250-871-0696 

  Creative Dancers (OAP Hall) 
 Mavelin-Ray ………………….….  mavappple@pm.me 

  CVRD Area A Director   reachme@danielarbour.ca 
    Daniel Arbour …………………………….. 250-650-8480 

   Fanny Bay Hall RENTAL 
 Judy Starr ………………………….…….……....… 335-0241 

   FaceBook https://www.facebook.com 
      groups/2936874016340838  fannybayhall 

FBCA Website  ………....… fannybaycommunity.com 

Fanny Bay Quilt Group  
 Noreen Sterling ……………..……….............. 335-3010 
 Joan Johnsen ….…................................... 335-2333 

Fanny Bay Salmonid Enhancement Society 
   Judy Ackinclose ......................................  335-0010 

Fanny Bay Volunteer Fire Department 
   Chief - Mike Smith ........................... 250-702-3346 

Fanny Bay Waterworks District Office 
   Patricia McLean …………………..….……… 250-927-2770 

Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness Program 
  Steve Strachan …….………… sstrachanfbfd@gmail.com 

OAP #127 Hall 418 Ships Point Road 
  Bruce Mills .... Hall RENTAL ...................... 335-1337 

Pickleball (FB Hall) Cher Kuss …...….... 778-427-4137 

Ships Point Volunteer Fire Department 
  Chief - Terry Hoffart ................................. 335-0680 

Ships Point Improvement District 
  Office - Nina LeBlanc ................................ 335-0551 

Yoga Fanny Bay Hall Studio 
     … annette@agelessyoga.ca 

Yoga with  Jane … main hall  250-228-1157 

     The FBCA Board of Directors will promote a safe, 

 respectful place for the community to gather.  

    The purposes of the Association are: 

(a) To maintain and manage a community hall, grounds, and

outdoor amenities, for use by the residents of Fanny Bay and

surrounding areas.

(b) To provide and support programs, activities, and events to

benefit all age groups in the community with focus on the arts,

culture, education, health, and recreation

    The FBCA gratefully acknowledges the support of the 

Province of BC through a Community Gaming Grant which 

enables the delivery of low cost programs & activities. 

The Fanny Bay Flyer is published 11 times a year (mid-month 

to mid month - no Jan/Feb issue) by the Fanny Bay Community 

Association [FBCA], a non-profit society and registered charitable 

organization.  FLYER  DEADLINE IS THE 8 th OF THE MONTH 

     Opinions expressed in the Flyer are not necessarily those of the 

FBCA or the editor. While every effort is made to ensure the accura-

cy of the Flyer’s content, neither the Association nor the Editor 

assume responsibility for any misprints or errors, which may appear 

in the information given and printed within.  

      Submit camera ready artwork -  Jpeg,  Word - or inquires to 

flyer@ fannybaycommunity.com  

Community  Contacts 

Your FBCA Board of Directors 
President .. Tammy Mercer-Gervais  president@  Treasurer ..  Tanya Ackinclose  treasurer@ 

Vice-President ..   vp@  Secretary .. Susannah Howick  secretary@  Concerts ..  Alaine French  concerts@  

Hall Rentals ..  Judy Starr  rentals@ or phone 250-335-0241  Buildings & Grounds ..  Keir Gervais  bg@ 

Family Liaison ..  Dominique Hrytsay .. director1@   Director at Large .. Neville Hope 

Volunteer Co-Ordinator ..  volunteers@  Policy & Procedures  ..   policy@  Memberships ..   memberships@ 

   “Welcome to the Community”   Louise Bradshaw & Eleanor Hope   leave message on Hall phone (250) 335-2832 

 Flyer Editor ..  Wendy Keating   flyer@                Asst Editor ..  Sally McLachlan 

 Association Enquiries  ..  administrator@fannybaycommunity.com       (250)-335-2832 

 To send an email, place the identifier Above, before fannybaycommunity.com 

mailto:juanitamoa@shaw.ca
mailto:sstrachanfbfd@gmail.com
mailto:annette@agelessyoga.ca
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Aerobics, Low Impact Suzanne FB Hall 

Baynes Sound Garden Club  - OAP Hall 

Baynes Sound Lions  - OAP Hall 

Caregiver Support Group  - OAP Hall 

Creative Dancers - OAP Hall  

FBCA Board Meeting  - Fanny Bay Hall 

FBSES - Rosewall Ck Hatchery Berray Rd 

FBWW - Fire Hall, Cougar Smith Rd 

OAP General Meeting  

Pickleball  - Fanny Bay Hall 

Ships Point Improvement Dist.   

Yoga with Annette - Hall Studio 

Yoga with Jane - Fanny Bay Main Hall 

Youth   Night  - Fanny Bay Hall   

 

        Monday      Thursday ….… 

     Thursday  ………………………… 

     Monday  …………………………. 

     Wednesday  ……………………. 

     Sat. 9:15 - 10 am  ages 3- 4 yrs  

     Thursday ……………………….. 

     Wednesday     Saturday  .. 

     Meetings as required  … ……. 

     Tuesday  ………………………….. 

     Positions on teams, Waitlisted 

     Wednesday………………….….. 

     Tuesdays………………………….. 

     Tuesdays…………………………. 

     Friday…. Unless booked for rental …. 

   

           9 am - 10 am  

    7 pm  first week 

    7 pm  third week 

    10 am first week  

    10:15-11 ages 5-7, Noon -1 ages 8-11 

    7 pm  fourth week 

    9 am  -  12 noon 

    fannybaywaterworks@gmail.com 

    2 pm  second week 

    to add your name 250-335-2832 

    time varies, second week of month  

    9:30-10:30   Chair Yoga 11am-noon 

    7:00 pm - 8:30pm 

    7:00 pm - 8 pm 

Classes, Clubs & Meetings 

     BE PREPARED  
    Wildfires can be unpredictable. Especially if 
you live in an area prone to wildfire, you should 
be ready to leave immediately. Have a go-kit 
ready for every household member and 
a wildfire plan. Increase the chance your home 
will survive a wildfire by minimizing flammable 
materials around your house. 

      In accordance with the BC Wildfire 
Act and provincial fire regulations, the 
CVRD fire departments have enacted 
their HIGH-RISK ACTIVITIES BYLAW effec-
tive Friday July 7th, 2023 at 12:00pm 
PT. It applies to all properties within the 
CVRD’s Fire Protection Areas within the 
Comox Valley. The ban does not apply to 
the City of Courtenay, Town of Comox, 
and Village of Cumberland.  
     “Our spring has already been very hot 
and dry, which makes it even more im-
portant to protect our community, prop-
erty and beautiful landscapes around 
us,” explains Bruce Green, Regional  
Rural Fire Chief / Fire Chief, Oyster River 
Fire Rescue.  

     “Within all areas of the Comox Valley 
including Hornby and Denman Islands, 
all high-risk fire activities are now 
banned until further notice. This ban 
expands on the existing campfire ban 
along with the smoking ban, which ap-
plies within all CVRD regional parks.”  
     This ban includes all high-risk activi-
ties that can produce a spark and is 
done in a combustible area such as on 
or near the forest floor or grassy area. 
The CVRD bylaws and the Wildfire Act 
define “high risk activities” as: 
 - Mechanical brushing  
     (example: industrial scale brushing) 
 - Disk trenching (example: mechanical    
 preparation of logged site) 

 - Preparation or use of explosives 
 (example: blasting) 
 - Using fire or spark-producing tools,  
 including cutting tools (example: 
 cutting torches, metal grinders)  
 - Using or preparing fireworks or pyro-
technics (example: fireworks display) 
 - Grinding, including rail grinding 
 (example: angle grinder) 
 - Mechanical land clearing (example: 
 excavator or skidder logging or 
 digging out stumps) 
 - Clearing and maintaining rights of 
 way, including grass mowing 
 (example: commercial right of 
 way mowing; BC hydro brushing. 
 Not residential lawn mowing) 

https://cvrd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ce5d9e5b0a874401804ece370db60cc3



