The FANNY BAY Flyer

A Complete Link To Your Community Services
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"

. over the years,
people have been
Fanny Bay's greatest commodity.
Good, endearing people. Hardworking, honest,
hard-living people. Neighbourly people who know how
to endure, how to rough it out.”

“Shingles & Shells A History of Fanny Bay” 2004

by Arv Olson see page 11 for information to purchase

F BCA MEMBERSHIPS MARCH 2021

Thank you to Sherry Harrill who will be taking over
Membership duties to then allow me to become the FBCA
Volunteer Coordinator. We would encourage you to renew/
purchase your FBCA Membership even during this period of
Hall closure as grant writing continues and membership
numbers are key.

As the weather improves, we are planning to resume as
many Covid safe outside events as possible and we need
your support to keep the Hall in good shape and ready for all
the activities and fun that is to come!

Please contact us at:
memberships@fannybaycommunity.com to make an
e-transfer OR visit us at the Hall on Wednesday March 24th
from 5 - 7 pm or Saturday March 27th from 11am - 1 pm for
renewal or purchase. Family $20  Single $10

f "HE FANNY BAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
would like to thank
Mainroad North Island Contracting
AMmall
The unfortunate deer was struck
by a car and succumbed to its injuries in the picnic area.

for the removal of a dead deer from
the picnic area of the Fanny Bay

Thank you to all of you in the community who alerted the
FBCA Board to the situation.

Community Hall grounds.

F'/EBRUARYIS ALWAYS OAP REPORT
A QUIET MONTH
and this year even more so as we await the time when we
can reopen our hall and resume our activities. With the
snow gone and winter almost over can spring be far be-
hind? Don'’t forget to set your clocks ahead on March 14th —
daylight saving time.
Won’t it be nice when we can get together again for pot-
lucks, meetings and the other fun times we had as a group?
| hope everyone had a nice Valentine’s Day and did
something more fun and exciting than grocery shopping!!

Happy March Birthday to:
Linda Vermeulen, Ross Radford, Fern Draper.

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY TO ALL !! ﬁ‘y
Linda Towurnemille

AYNES SOUND GARDEN CLUB

may not be meeting just ’
yet, but we are all busy in our
gardens. Having dug through
the latest snowstorm, and with
spring rapidly approaching, we
are encouraged by every green
sprout that we see. Snowdrops

and crocuses are blooming eve-
rywhere and daffodils are not far behind. Many hardy helle-
bores are blooming now too. Seed trays are being planted in
sunny windows and greenhouses, and overgrown perennials
are being divided.

Although, due to the pandemic, the Garden Club has not
met in person in almost a year, we are staying in con-
tact. Every month we collaborate on a newsletter, full of
stories, hints, ideas and gorgeous photos, which is then
emailed to all members. Membership also allows us a dis-
count at some of our favourite garden shops.

We welcome anyone who wants to join us. Contact:
baynessoundgardenclub.info for more information, to join the

club, or to receive our newsletter. 15‘9/ Janet //a{yﬁ

. “Locally

osewall Pit e
Operated
Since 1985”

Gravel Sales

Commercial & Residential
Carol & Calvin Gregson

4 - 80z Boneless Skinless

Drain Rock 3/4 minus (icken Breasts
6 - 60z Pork Chops or
Landscape Rocks Maui Marinated Pork Chops
Sand etc. 2 |bs Double Smoked Bacon ﬂ

8560 Is. Hwy S. Fanny Bay 2e 8t New o Neals
. 2.5 Ib Baron of Beef - 2lbs Ground Beef
Site Ph: 250-335-2090

24 Piece Breakfast Sausage

Text: 250-954-8817 1-800-893-2011 Courtenay
Cg regson@xplornetca 250'338'1412 319-4th Street
Mon to Sat 8:30 - 5:30

FANDY BAY TRADING G0

WEST GOAST NATIVE ARTS

Homemade Bak«'m)

*Cookies *Muffins
*Breads *Pies
*Buns *Take -n- Bakes
¢Jams *Seasonal Specials

www.justlikemoms.ca

Email : oharab1953@gmail.com

LR TR BRI BT | 7581 Island Hwy, S, Fanny Bay.
Union Bay 335-0239 250-335-1475

Closed Mon. Tues-Sun9-6 www.fannybaytrading.com
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mailto:memberships@fannybaycommunity.com

BOWSER PHARMACY

Full Service Family Pharmacy

® Accept all Insurance Cards
* Free Home Delivery ¢ Free Compliance Packaging
* Smoking Cessation Program ¢ Simple Compounding
* Emergency After Hour Prescription Filling

® Medicine Disposal to Save Environment
BEST PRICE GUARANTEE
Shingrix, Tetanus,
Pneumonia & Other Travel Vaccines

Pneumonia Vaccines Free for Age 65 up

Manage your meds

diem health for IDA Available on Google Play
anytime, anywhere

Mobile App & Apple’s App Store

N

March 14, 2021

Daylight Saving Time starts when local

standard time is about to reach
Sunday, March 14, 2021, 2:00:00 am
clocks are turned
forward 1 hour to
Sunday, March 14, 2021, 3:00:00 am local

daylight time instead
(as opposed to standard time).

Also called Spring Forward,
Summer Time,
and Daylight Savings Time
Sunrise and Sunset

will be

\_YOUR LIGHTHOUSE NEIGHBOURHOOD PHARMACY |

Mon - Fri: 9-5 Sat:10-2
Tel: 250.757.8631 Fax: 250.757.8632
Drug Info Hotline: 250.757.8633

~ Expert Pharmacist Advice

bowserpharmacy@gmail.com
www.guardian-ida-pharmacies.ca

112 - 6996 Island Hwy W. Magnolia Cotirt, Bowser, vOr 1g0

about
1 hour later on

&Y March 14th than the

day before. There

will be more light in
the evening.

UBCU and First Credit Union have proposed a merger. What this means to you - and us!

Our October announcement that Union Bay Credit Union and First Credit Union have proposed to merge has garnered a lot of positive
response. This amalgamation of likeminded organizations allows us to leverage our combined strengths and formalizes our long-standing
excellent relationship.

Of course, such a merger means many moving parts ... and questions. Following are some FAQs:
When will it occur? If approved, the merger is expected to come into effect July 1, 2021.
What will the merged organization be called? It will operate under the name “First Credit Union.”

What will happen to my account(s)? We intend to minimize member impact and make the transition as seamless as possible. Members will
continue to have full access to their accounts; cheques, debit cards, online banking will operate without interruption. Our teams are working
diligently on plans to provide further access across the new network of eight branches. Members will be made aware of any changes with
detailed, timely communication.

Will any branches close or employees be lost? No closures are planned as our branch networks complement each other geographically. The
proposed merger doesn’t include any loss of employment and will offer present employees new opportunities, such as increased educa-
tional development, employee-run committees and leadership training.

How will members be informed of changes and engaged for feedback? As cooperatives, member feedback is important. We'll keep you
informed through our sharedvisionsharedfuture.ca website, media releases, social media and in-branch materials. We welcome all member
comments and questions in-branch, by phone or online at hello@sharedvisionsharedfuture.ca.

Share our vision and our future!

oc COMMUNITY

CONNECT

Helping to Build Strong Communities

PROGRAM DEVELOPED BY

Union Bay

CREDIT UNION

more information at ubcu.ca

MARCH 2021
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https://www.timeanddate.com/time/dst/spring-forward-fall-back.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/dst/summer-time.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/canada/comox?month=3&year=2021
https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/canada/comox?month=3&year=2021
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MEGLET TRANSPORT

QUALICUM BAY
- Sand, Gravel & Soil Delivery
- Excavation Services for Residential & Commercial
- Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Terry Lundberg Cell: 250-228-2894
meglettransport@gmail.com

@ 7 BestFriend
R

Care

Come Check Us Out
7491 Cougar Smith Rd
Fanny Bay

bestforyourpets@gmail.com 250-335-2378

www.bestfrienddogcare.com
(nd uson g Best Friend Dog Care and Kitty Kottay

Litt/e Slzop ofFloras

: \% An open market stand of girl things.
Curios, Collectibles,

kitchen treasures.

Boarding Care
for Dogs & Cats

Warm scarves, gloves
and Nordic socks.

Alwayé reasonably priced and always open!

7726 Vivian Way. Ships Point, Fanny Bay

U n ion Bay Serving our members, our communities.

CREDIT UNION Visit us at ubcu.ca

e e

Uniting with a common goal

UBCU and First Credit Union have proposed a merger. As credit
unions, a dedication to members and community is what sets us
apart from other financial institutions. And this dedication is what
has brought us together. Our proposed merger will both formalize
our cooperation and leverage the strengths of our organizations.

Find out more at sharedvisionsharedfuture.ca.

: y coast and the low tide provided lots of territory

{ and a good deal heavier than when he left home.

Union Bay

Lighthouse
250.757.8146

Hornby Island
250.335.2326

250.335.2122
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g HIPS POINT LAUNCH
.L) The Dog Walk

March finally arrived and brought some
warmer days. Stanley decided to explore the

to explore, sniff, snarf and roll in.
By mid-afternoon he found himself at Royston

His coat, heavy with sticky mud, was caked with an assortment of sand

¥ fleas, seaweed, crushed shells and long dead crustaceans. All contributed

to the horrific smell of wet sea dog. When Stanley realized the smell was
his own, a flag went up. What girl was going to give him the time of day
looking and smelling like that? For some time Stanley had been paying a
little more attention to the ladies on their leads and spring was coming
after all.

Generally a frolic in a fresh water stream was good enough, so Stanley
headed for Trent Creek. No good. He needed soap. He checked his bear-
ings and realized he was not far from Courtenay and the new carwash.
Once there, Stanley ducked behind a bush and waited. A red SUV with a
roof rack rolled into the bay. He pulled the googles out of his back pocket,
strapped them on over his ears and stepped on the rear bumper. The door
rolled down behind the car and the cycle began. First, the under carriage
spray was a blast and the drain water was grey. In the gentle pre-soak
Stanley took the opportunity to scrub under his arms and nether regions.
Then he held on to the top rails of the RAV and went for the ride. As the 1%
rinse went on the SUV, a little boy, sitting in the back seat of the car turned
around and saw him. “Daddy! There’s a dog on the back of the car. And
he’s wearing goggles!” “Uh, huh”, said Dad, who was on his cellphone and
surfing the net. Stanley was surfing too! The second soap cycle began and
Stanley lifted his body away from the back of the car to catch more soap.
Again, between the showers he was visible and again the boy said “Daddy.
There’s a dog on the car!!” Dad didn’t look back but smiled and said “Sure,
that’s fine son. We'll look at getting a dog when we get home”. The de-
lightful combination of pink and green puffy suds inspired Stanley and he
began to sing. No one could hear him so he belted out “Somewhere over
the rainbow...” to the end of the cycle. Now, the final wax and rinse. A wax
was not what Stanley had in mind, so he slowly slid off the back of the car
and clung to the undercarriage. The final step was the blow-dry. This one is
like a turbo jet firing up on the runway and Stanley wasn’t going to miss it.
He crawled back up on the car, grabbed the top rails tight and flattened
himself. To get the full benefit he opened his mouth wide and let his chops
jabber in the blast. His goggles flew off just as the finish timer dinged. The
front doors opened he made a dash to the freedom. Now, absolutely
squeaky clean, a thought came to mind. Handsome as he was, he decided
to go a-wooing. He checked his multi data watch and found flirting season
was open now!

Dear Reader: Stanley had a few flirtations on the way home. No doubt
we’ll see a few clones in the summer. Mutt cross + mystery date = ?
Dunno. If you spot a suspicious-looking puppy post it on the Fanny Bay
Community page. Who wants a baby Stanley?

by Dianne Volrich
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S/ PID PARCEL TAX AND
x‘) WATER TOLLS INVOICES

for 2021 were mailed out at the end
of January. If you have not received your
invoice, please contact the SPID office at

SHiPs PoINT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

SPID REPORT

Priority Zone 1: within the first 10
metres around your home
This should be a fire-resistant zone, free

shipsptl@shaw.ca. Payments are due
at the office by March 31, 2021 in the form of cheque,
money order, or bank draft. Cheques post dated March 31
are accepted. Due to restrictions and banking costs, SPID is
unable to accept e-Transfers.

Water Operations Updates

Since completion of the Water Project, data consistently
shows that our new system has dramatically reduced leak
rates. A great improvement over our former system which
will make a significant impact on water conservation, some-
thing we can all be proud of!

A replacement pump and motor were recently installed to
address water pressure issues during the summer months.
Short term pressure issues were experienced by some resi-
dents on the day of installation...thank you everyone for your
cooperation and patience! The old pump will be refurbished
and kept for future use in the case of an emergency.

Area A 2021 Dog Licenses

All Comox Valley Regional District residents are
required to license their dogs annually. For
those who haven’t yet purchased their 2021 k
dog licenses, they are available at the SPID office, 7729 Vivian
Way, 250-335-0551. Office Hours are Tues-Fri, 1-5pm. Fees:
spayed/neutered pets - $10; not spayed/neutered; $20.

SPID Website

A reminder that SPID has a new and improved website. The
new site is easier to navigate and contains a wealth of infor-
mation about our water and fire departments, water conser-
vation tips and more. Check it out at http://www.spid.ca.
Venting Index

One of the most critical factors for protecting air quality dur-
ing yard waste burning is the province’s Venting Index. The
Venting Index forecasts local weather patterns that indicate
whether airborne pollutants, such as smoke, will disperse or
remain trapped at ground level. BC restricts outdoor burning
when the index is POOR (0-33) or FAIR (34-54). Open burning
when the Venting Index is POOR or FAIR may risk a fine from
the BC Conservation Officer Service. Please check the Venting
Index and burn yard waste only when the forecast is GOOD
(55-100). Venting Index information can be found on the
homepage of the new website where it is updated daily. It's
also available at www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/bcairquality/
readings/ventilation-index.html or toll-free 1-888-281-2992.
Are you Fire Smart?

It is never too soon to start thinking about and planning for
safety. All of us can help reduce the risk of wildfires in our
community. The BC wildfire Service suggests focusing on 3
priority zones around your home.

MARCH 2021

from all materials that could easily ignite
from a fire. Keep woodpiles and propane tanks 10 metres
away from your house. Regularly clean your roof and gutters,
mow your lawn and rake up tree needles and leaves. Check
for debris and vegetation under decks and stairs; flying em-
bers can spark a fire under there. Remove fallen limbs and
other flammable vegetation. Install a chimney spark arrestor
and fire resistant mesh screens on your eaves and vents to
prevent embers from entering.

Priority Zone 2: 10-30 metres

Reduce fuels that will increase a fire’s spread. Regularly clear
fallen branches, dry grass, needles and other flammable de-
bris from the ground. Prune lower branches of trees within 2
metres of the ground. When planting new trees, choose de-
ciduous varieties that are naturally fire resistant, rather than
conifers.

Priority Zone 3: 30-100 metres

Thin out trees and vegetation to slow a fire and reduce its
intensity. Retain deciduous trees which are resistant to wild-
fire. Space coniferous trees at least 3 metres apart and re-
move understory growth that could act as a ladder and move
fire into the tree tops. Clear debris from the ground.

A little prevention will go a long way to keep our community
safe.

For more info, search the web for “fire smart” or see the BC
Wildfire Prevention page:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-
status/prevention/for-your-home-community

g HIPS POINT VOLUNTEER
\” FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION

Thank you to our amazing community
for your support during this past year -
and what a year it was. Despite Covid-19, your donations of
beverage containers, cash and time allowed us to provide
equipment and training to our firefighters and hold a spring
chipping weekend.

If BC protocols allow, we plan to have our next chipping
weekend mid-May. Watch for info in an upcoming FB Flyer.

Please consider filling out our membership form located
on the back of our AGM notice distributed with the recent
SP Tax mail out. Membership support helps when applying
for funding. Huge thanks to Roxanne of the Fanny Bay Inn
for her generous donation to our Association and to the
Lions for their support to the SP Fire Department.

A correction needs to be made regarding dona-
tions: SPVFA did NOT receive a $1000 donation from the
Fanny Bay Community Association.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.

fannybaycommunity.com 5



@/ ROWING PAINS ARE A PART OF GROWTH, AN INEVITABLE PART OF THE PROCESS.
For the Beaufort Watershed Stewards (BWS) it's our ambitions that have grown the most in

the past several months.

Stream sampling, our first love, is our core activity. It’s been a couple of years since those heady,
early days when we were setting up the program and making lots of trips into the field to pick the
perfect sampling sites. Our recent decision to purchase another set of instruments and expand
northward gives us another opportunity to mount expeditions into uncharted territory, (uncharted

SQYDROP cos™

by us anyway) and to double the amount of data we collect every year. This feels ambitious but very do-able.
Our well monitor program has had its ups and downs but has stabilized nicely in the last seven months. The current crop
of sensors are reliably racking up data and have been for some time now. We're fascinated with the graphs of these well

animals-nature-gardens

Croft Farm -

a peaceable acre of plenty

Demonstration, design &~ teaching
of homescale permaculture

& natural farming

www.croftfarm.ca

778-427-0022

tours by arrangement ~ free initial consultation

R W t Full
V\?; taepr' In ca%) Excavation

Bobcat Service
250-703-1086

¢ Inspections ¢ Sub division ¢ Pipe camera
¢ Installations ¢ Seasonal use ¢ Difficult sites

¢ New uses of existing systems 4 Remote sites
¢ Drainage services ¢ Site Assessment
¢ Marine based floating camps/resorts

Certified septic system specialist

“We repair | upgrade gravity systems”

Darren Hutton Fanny Bay Vancouver Island

FRESH SEAFOOD

FANNY BAY
OYSTERS

SEAFOOD

All Kinds ...All The

@ Live Crab
@ Sushi

10-5pm 7 DAYS a WEEK
Til Further Notice

250-335-1198

Phone Orders Taken
FannyBayOysters.com below Petro-Can at Ferry Terminal

BOWSER BUILDERS’

SUPPLY LTD. “]]

250-757-8442
bowserbuilders@shaw.ca TIM'F,PA/s

WWW. bowserbullders.com

- LUMB * PLUMBING

We
Deliver!

I R LY vawooo ELECTRICAL
TooLS INSULATION

« HARDWARE + SPECIAL ORDERS
PAINTS « DELIVERIES

MOULDINGS
S_Ikk BOSCH GceneralpPaint

7021 WEST ISLAND HWY - BOWSER

MARCH 2021

levels that show wells all along the highway going up and down in sync
with rainfall (or lack thereof). Are ALL the wells in our area this responsive
to rainfall? This is an ambitious question to ask. We plan to double the
number of monitored wells this year to begin the task of answering this
question.

And we are in the midst of rolling out our most ambitious project yet -
mapping the hydrology of the hills above us. This is a project that will take
years to complete but will provide valuable information from the very be-
ginning. As we explore GIS (Geographic Information System) programs we
totally geek out at the prospect of tying all our existing data, the new data
we plan to collect, and the data we haven’t even thought of yet, together
into one amazing, detail-rich map.

But, while all this science activity and awesome tech stuff is happening,
we are also dealing with the administrative tasks that support this kind of
work. We are in the process of filing for charity status which will allow us to
issue tax receipts when we receive donations. We are developing policies,
documenting procedures and refining our communication protocols. We
are always thinking about fundraising and always strategizing how best to
use our limited resources. We have several committees and a handful of
subcommittees. And most of us are members of several of these com-
mittees. This makes for lots of Zoom time!

It’s all exciting and inspirational. And when you consider that many of us
are still working for a living, it’s nothing short of amazing. Will we be able
to sustain this expansion? We certainly intend to. And this is the painful
part of growth: we can’t always do all the things we want.

But out of challenge comes opportunity. There are plenty of openings
for new folks to get involved and put their skills to work. Maybe you have
zero interest in spending time in the -
woods, but you have a background in
GIS software. Or maybe you’re an Ex-
cel whiz just wishing you had some §
reason to build pivot tables again. &
Maybe being out in the cold leaves
you cold. But maybe you’re a retired
administrator, project manager, law-
yer or a former grant writer who is
happy to help from the warmth of
indoors. There are a million ways you
might help, and the odds are good
that we need you and your skills!

It was fun being a plucky band of citizen-scientists tromping through the
bush focused solely on creeks and wells and being in nature. But now
we’re growing into a mature organization. It's a little painful, yes, but so

very exciting. by Mike Mesford

fannybaycommunity.com 6



IS IT MARCH ALREADY?

Yes, and has it only been a year of the
new normal where we all wear masks and
keep hand sanitizer near and everyone
away? In March 2020 it was all new and
even interesting, and at the hatchery we
were into learning how to get things done
with far fewer people and many more rules
and restrictions. Our crews were reduced to minimum
numbers, doing only essential tasks, and doing them in masks
and distanced, as we all learned to be. And here we all are,
still. Important chores like clipping were being finished up in
February because where hatchery fish are concerned, there
are a lot of them and not enough of us, and production
suffers from small crews and precautions. This year we will
have clipped 72,000 Coho for release in May into Rosewall as
marked hatchery fish. Normally part of that release is done at
our River Never Sleeps Festival, but you won’t be surprised to
know that it too isn’t happening this year, again.

The closest thing to a pat on the back that you can get
these days is probably one of those elbow bumps we are sup-
posed to use instead of shaking hands, for example. So, we’ll
call the letter FBSES got from Adam Silverstein, Acting Direc-
tor of Salmon Enhancement at Fisheries and Oceans Canada,
a nice elbow bump for all the good work we do. Adam - we're
all on first name terms - wrote to say that they like us up
there at Pacific Region HQ . “From all of us at Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, thank you for the commitment, passion and
time that you generously share every day. Your strength and
diligence in continuing on despite the added challenges of
COVID is very much recognized and appreciated.” Its nice to
be appreciated, and we’re smiling back at you, DFO, from
behind these masks.

Over the years, Fanny Bay Salmonid Enhancement Socie-
ty’s Rosewall Creek hatchery has had a variety of visitors—
and sometime in the future, will again---but some have been
uninvited, like kingfishers, herons, otters and, currently, at

FBSES REPORT

least one mink. First, we needed to find how
and where he was getting into our site. To

nature’s many hungry creatures, a
} hatchery is an irresistible collection of

swimming dinners. All that fresh food in
convenient tanks! For us, protecting the next
generation of salmon means having netting
overhead and steel fencing all around us and keep-
ing gates closed and looking for weak spots, but the mink is a
challenge. We have a couple of security cameras, and fortu-
nately, it snowed. Between the cameras and his tracks, our
interloper, who was showing up for breakfast and dinner,
was pictured and located. Now, comes the hard part; keeping
him out, because he is using the same gates we do, except
that he can get under them. Stay tuned, because this is going
to take a while.

Copyrigk

There he is, inside the fence
and looking for breakfast.
Jens Johansen of FBSES reviews
our security camera pictures
and finds the mink that's been
terrorizing our fish.

250-897-0950 800-682-8808

C-2885 Cliffe Ave. Courtenay
affordable@shawcable.com
28th & Cliffe by Price’s Alarms

JANOME

WHAT'S NEXT

{ e | (_
), Y ¢ 12 STITCH SEWING MACHINE
. Built-In Buttonhole

e / - i
i; L

AFFORDABLE

Sew & VAC
b,

Shop Locally

e -

Serger Overlock

< S259 ¢ MSRP $399
'_-i"_‘it:d TimT Closed Sunday
LimitedSupply FREE Instructionon all & Monday
machines purchased fromus  Tues - Fri
We Match Amazon-Costco-Best Buy On-line pricing 10am- 5pm

“After the Sale It's the SERVICE that counts” Sat 10 am- 4pm

by Dare Sands
L NI 250-335-2551
ROYAL LEPAGE 1066 Northwest Road,
A (VP CUREUREURERECREVR Denman Island

In the Comox Valley

Your Local Realtor®

Serving your community
Union Bay - Fanny Bay - Ships Point

& Surrounding Areas

ngm&w

Personal Real Estate Corporation

EMAIL: Sylvie@sylvieschroeder.com

Including Denman
Island

www.sylvieschroeder.com

MARCH 2021
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L IVING WILD

A4\ |iving on an island within an earthquake zone, amidst
the accumulating effects of climate change, | have always
known that our food supply could face interruption at any
given point. With the pandemic seeing many store shelves
bare last year, our communities recognized just how fragile
our food security actually is. Being prepared no longer meant
“stocking up” on canned and dry goods, it resulted in many
people planting gardens for the first time and raising chickens
for eggs. With very little warning, we have all had to adjust
our lifestyles, and more importantly, recognize where our
food comes from.

According to the 2016 Census of Agriculture, 762 hectares
of land on Vancouver Island were designated for vegetable
crops, which totaled a shocking 2% of all of BC’s farms. The
Capital Region Food and Agriculture Initiatives Roundtable
(CR-FAIR) reported that in the 1950s, up to 85% of our food
was produced on Vancouver Island, but by 2004 that number
reduced significantly to only 5-10%. We are now actually
importing 90% of our food! 2

More alarming, is that most
communities on the island have
only an estimated 3 days worth §
of food for the population at any §
given time, should there be a |
disruption in transport, fuel |
shortage or natural disaster.

“It's a wake-up call. Some-
thing that we said could happen, |
is happening. The potential for a
crisis like climate change and g
COVID-19 has been anticipated =

for a long time. It just came sooner than we expected "

Harold Steves, Long-time BC Advocate for Local Food Produc-
tion states in April 2020. “Today, B.C. imports 84 per cent of
its broccoli and cauliflower, 76 per cent of its strawberries
and 69 per cent of its lettuce and root crops from California.”

Recently we have learned how dependent we are of
our neighbours to the south, and of the world, to supply
us with one of our most basic needs — Food. According to
the Ministry of Agriculture, the “US imports account for
approximately 80% of all imported fresh, and 85% of pro-
cessed, field vegetable imports.”

Several contributing factors have led to the decline in
farming on Vancouver Island. According to a report on
Food Security by the Vancouver Island Community Re-
search Alliance, “High land values, increasing labour and
input costs, and loss of processing and distribution infra-
structure, coupled with a shrinking farming population has
threatened the viability of the local food system on the
Island and consequently threatens food security of the
local people.”

In the late 80s, large vegetable processing companies
began closing their doors in BC, as the volume of produc-
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tion was not enough to support multiple large facilities.
“Of all the major field vegetable production areas in Canada,
BC producers have the highest costs for land, labour, chemi-
cal and fertilizer inputs and fuel.” Review of the Field Vegeta-
ble Industry, Ference Weicker and Co. April, 1998.

The struggles of Island Farmers and the decrease in food
production has resulted in a huge disconnect with our food —
where it comes from, how it is made and how it gets to our
dinner tables. Without addressing the problems, we found a
band-aid solution by getting our food from other sources.
Over the past year more than ever, many have had the op-
portunity to slow down and appreciate growing food for the
first time, or accessing local farms for fresh produce, and
learning about where their food comes from.

To help to improve our food security on Vancouver Island,
we can all do our part. Support local farms and growers, re-
search where the products on the store shelves are made or
imported from and make certain that the next generations

- have an appreciation for
where food comes from.
Most  importantly,
GROW FOOD! When you
are able, whether you
have patio containers,
garden beds or a commu-
nity garden, planting food
contributes to the diversi-
ty of our ecosystem, less
strain on availability for
| vulnerable populations
and increased security of
our food supply.

The connection with our food needs to be reestablished,
farm to table for the sake of our environment, our health, our
local economy and for food security on the island.

by Angela Hicke —Van fsle Wild
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F ANNY BAY NATURALLY

| saw two pine siskins in my yard today, the first I've
seen in weeks. In fact, I've only seen a handful of them all
winter. Small groups of pine siskins are a good thing - if you
follow bird groups on Facebook or read nature blogs and
magazines, you already know why. If not, read on. But first,
what are pine siskins?

Pine siskins are members of the finch family and, with
their similarly streaked plumage, are easily mistaken for
female house finches. However pine siskins are smaller than
the other finches com-
mon to our area, the
pine siskin’s beak is
sharply pointed and
thinner than that of
other finches, and
their wings and tails
are edged with bright
yellow, which is most F
apparent in flight.
Their preferred habitat is coniferous or mixed forests, where
they live in flocks numbering from a dozen to the hundreds
and feed primarily on conifer seeds. Apart from the far north,
pine siskins can be found in most areas of North America for
at least part of the year, and in most of southern Canada,
they can be found year-round.

So what’s the concern? Pine siskins are in the midst of an
irruption, which is a sudden increase in population of an
organism in an area. In the case of pine siskins, irruptive
behaviour is common - they “migrate” in larger-than-normal
flocks every few years, usually in response to a disruption in
their food supply. But rather than the north-south movement
of regular migration, irruptive migration occurs in any direc-
tion and at any time. The theoretical cause of the current
irruption is that there was a failure of the cone crop in
northern boreal forests, prompting tens of thousands of pine

= siskins to look further afield
for their food. No matter what
the cause, this is a normal,
albeit haphazard, behaviour
pattern for pine siskins.
: Is that a problem? Well,
pine siskins are also in the
midst of a salmonellosis out-
break, which often goes hand
in hand with a large pine sis-
kin irruption. Salmonella bac-
teria are common and typical-
ly live in animal intestines and
are shed in the feces. Disease
occurs most frequently

BC Land Surveyor

PETER T. MASON

P:250-757-8788
surveyor-ark@uniserve.com
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through ingestion of contaminated food or water. While most
salmonella bacteria can live in soil and water for long periods,
they can only survive on dry surfaces for up to four hours, but
this is long enough for the pine siskin, the bird species most
vulnerable to infection by salmonella bacteria, to become
infected. This is due in large part to their nature - they crowd
onto feeding areas and remain until the food supply is ex-
hausted, thereby exposing themselves for long periods to
freshly contaminated feed and surfaces. The increased densi-
ty of flocks formed during an irruption accelerates the spread
of the disease. A pine siskin with salmonellosis is unable to
eat due to a swollen throat. It appears lethargic and fluffed
up and usually dies within several days. No medications have

| yet been proven to be effective at treating salmonellosis in

wild birds.
So what about backyard bird feeders? Some groups advo-

| cate for all bird feeders to be taken down across the country

while others suggest it is only necessary on an individual
basis, if sick or dead birds are seen in the vicinity. However,
there is wide agreement that feeders and bird baths should
be kept free of bird droppings and discarded shells, and
cleaned regularly.

What if there’s a local outbreak? Take down bird feeders
and scrub them in warm, soapy water, then soak in a 10
percent bleach solution to kill the bacteria. Rinse and allow to
dry completely. Disinfect bird baths as well. Wash all feeder
support structures and rake the ground surrounding the
feeders. Do not put out bird seed for a few weeks. Report sick
birds to a wildlife centre and follow their directions regarding
the bird in question. Dead birds can be disposed of in the
trash (double-bagged), or buried deeply enough to avoid
scavenging. Do NOT just toss them into the bush or the
compost box.

Sad as it may seem, salmonellosis in pine siskins is nothing
new and disease outbreaks are one of nature’s ways of
correcting imbalances in populations. We do not need to
panic as long as our feeder visitors are healthy. However, if
you have mixed feelings about feeding the birds, there’s
some great information on the internet about planning a bird
-friendly backyard makeover to help our feathered friends get
through future winters safely, and a great project to get us
through what remains of this one!
| Here’s a good start:
www.audubon.org/magazine/
july-august-2013/
how-create-bird-friendly-yard
seattleaudubon.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/Gardening-for-Life-
Complete-Guide-2003-high-res.pdf

by Jackie Danham
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THE FANNY BAY INN HAS BEEN HARD AT WORK
supporting many local non-profit organizations from
the weekly TWOONIE DRAW.

You too can support our local groups and charities. Drop
in anytime and register for your own personal number. Pay
a Twoonie once a week to enter your number in the weekly
draw. All ‘paid for’ numbers become valid for the weekly
draw held at 6pm on Thursdays. The winner receives half the
pot while the balance is given to a local charity. Recently the
Union Bay Fire Department was the happy recipient.

We can help FBI owner Roxanne with this generous and
unique endeavour which benefits our communities while
keeping our fingers crossed that our number will come up!

BULLETIN BOARD ADS

EXPERTISE by BYRON van HORNE
No Job Too Big or Small We Do It All Painting - Carpentry
- Project Management - Handyman. Call 250-335-1888

HATS $20 T-SHIRTS $15 FOR SALE FBCA Heron Logo.
All Proceeds support Fanny Bay Hall programs
promotions@fannybaycommunity.com

SHINGLES & SHELLS - A History of Fanny Bay, by Arv Olson
Second Edition $35 promotions@fannybaycommunity.com

BOWSER

°
7035 W. Island Hwy email: rcl211@shaw.ca Leg’o\n@
Ph 250-757-9222

website: rcl21l.ca

——— We Are Pleased to Announce ————
Open Saturday & Sunday Only for Breakfast or Lunch

Starting March 6th, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Limited breakfast menu including favorites like Omelettes and
Eggs Benedict. Lunch specials with featured burgers, sandwiches
and sides. Kids Menu — all entrees $6.00
Open to the Public — Families Welcome!

Special Note: Limited seating due to Covid-19 protocols in place.
Entry based on First Come - First Served.

Members / Seniors Discounts
CHECK OUR SIGN/WEB SITE FOR RESERVATION AND MENU INFO COMING SOON
Lotto and Bar Service available after 11:00

Know Your Limit Play Withinit 19+

Blonberstiy  Renewals

| !’." b
\/

The 2021 Campaign starts now till June 30th, 2021
Membership is $60.00
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*Please note: Last month’s Beaufort Watershed Stewards
article thanked many generous BWS donors but inadvertently
listed one of our donors as the “Twoonie Draw”.

Yes, the Twoonie Draw provided the funds but it was the
staff and owners of the Fanny Bay Inn who ran the draw and
generously chose us as a recipient. We thank them for the
donation and for providing a gathering spot where we can
meet to discuss hydrology over beer!

Your Comox Valley Regional District Director
Daniel Arbour

Electoral Area A
Baynes Sound - Denman/Hornby Islands

S

Comox Valley

REGIONAL DISTRICT

Tel: 250-650-8480

reachme@danielarbour.ca comoxvalleyrd.ca ® @ @

for things that grow

Garden Centre always OPEN ,

’ Island Sourced
They** WWEGGIE STARTS
HHere ¢ Seeds & Soils

« Farm Feed & Bird Seed
* Rental Equipment

7015 W. Island Hwy, Bowser

‘We’re located across from Footless Rooster Coffee
250-757-8090

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Sat 10 - Spm CLOSED SUNDAY

10


mailto:ridingforfreedomranch@shaw.ca
mailto:ridingforfreedomranch@shaw.ca

Commianity Contacts

Aerobics (FB Hall) Fanny Bay Salmonid Enhancement Society

Suzanne MUrray ....cceeeeeeeecccccinnneeeeeennn. 335-2533 Judy Ackinclose ....ueeeeeeeeiiiiiicciiieeeeee, 335-0010
Baynes Sound Lions Club (OAP Hall) Fanny Bay Volunteer Fire Department

Cliff HElpS oot ceeeeiieee et 335-1112 Chief - Mike Smith .....cccccovvviiiiennnnns 250-702-3346
Baynes Sound Garden Club (OAP Hall) Fanny Bay Waterworks District Office

Juanita Purin......cceeveeeennne juanitamoa@shaw.ca Patricia McLean .......cccvvveeevvnnnevinecnnns 250-927-2770
Beachcombers Academy Little Oysters Preschool Men’s Caregiver Support Group

Principal - Ms. Cathy Bertram......... 778-427-4007 Wayne Wheeler .......ccoevevevveveennene. 250-927-1474
Beaufort Watershed Stewards Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness Program

Mike Mesford .......coevvvvvvvevevirenennens 250-702-5900 Steve Strachan ................... sstrachanfbfd@gmail.com
CVRD Area A Director reachme@danielarbour.ca OAP #127 Hall 418 Ships Point Road

Daniel Arbour .....ccocovvvevvercceienene 250-650-8480 Bruce Mills .... Hall RENTAL .......cccovvveeenne 335-1337
Fanny Bay Hall RENTAL Pickleball (FB Hall) Cher Kuss ............. 778-427-4137

JUY STArT oo 335-0241 Ships Point Volunteer Fire Department

Facebook Page ...........cceeeeeeeeuenneen... fannybayhall Chief - Terry Hoffart ......ccccceeevvveieiccnneenn, 335-0680
FBCA Website .............. fannybaycommunity.com Ships Point Improvement District
Fanny Bay Parents & Tots, Evelyn Bally...335-9022 Office - Nina LeBlanc ........ccccocuvvveeeeeeeeennn. 335-0551
Fanny Bay Quilt Group Yoga (FB Hall) Josey Slater ................ 250-650-4535

Noreen Sterling ......ccoceeeveveevccivvreeeeennn. 335-3010 Youth Group Evelyn Bally ................uuue. 335-9022

Joan Johnsen ......ccccoceeiiiiiiinicee, 335-2333

Your FBCA Board of Dipectors
President .. Tammy Mercer-Gervais Acting Vice-President .. Anne Trussler Secretary .. Suzanne Murray
Treasurer .. Bonnie Hoffart .. treasurer@fannybaycommunity.com Buildings & Grounds .. Rick Jeffery

Volunteer Co-Ordinator .. Debby McRae .. volunteers@fannybaycommunity.com
Hall Rentals .. Judy Starr .. rentals@fannybaycommunity.com 250-335-0241
Director at Large .. Erna Smith Director at Large .. Roger Chayer Director at Large .. Barbara Spotz|
Memberships .. Sherry Harrill .. memberships@fannybaycommunity.com Director at Large .. Neville Hope
Concert Co-Ordinator’s .. Alaine -Director & Bill French concerts@fannybaycommunity.com
Flyer Editor .. Wendy Keating .. flyer@fannybaycommunity.com
General Enquiries .. administrator@fannybaycommunity.com

250-335-2832 allow several days for callback 7793 Island Hwy S Fanny Bay VOR 1WO0

The Fanny Bay Flyer is published monthly (except January) The FBCA Board of Directors will promote activities that
by the Fanny Bay Community Association [FBCA], a non-profit  enhance the quality of life for Fanny Bay residents.
society and registered charitable organization. The Board seeks community input, invites participation,
Opinions expressed in the Flyer are not necessarily those of ~ encourages the use of the Fanny Bay Hall as a place to
the FBCA or the editor. While every effort is made to ensure gather, share, foster and deepen the sense of community

the accuracy of the Flyer’s content, neither the Association nor  while maintaining the existing structure in good condition.
the Editor assume responsibility for any misprints or errors,

which may appear in the information given and printed within. The FBCA gratefully acknowledges the support of the
Submit camera ready artwork - jpg, gif, tiff - or inquires to Province of BC through a Community Gaming Grant which
flyer@® fannybaycommunity.com enables the delivery of low cost programs & activities.

FLYER DEADLINE IS THE 20" OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH
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UNION BAY CREDIT UNION PROUDLY SUPPORTS YOUR

CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY EVENTS

Union Bay

CREDIT UNION

- e-Transfers
- e-Statements

- Mortgages & Loans
« Online Banking

Serving our members, our communities.

Union Bay 250.335.2122 Lighthouse 250.757.8146 Hornby Island 250.335.2326 ubcu.ca

Classes, Clubs & Meetings
Aerobics, Low Impact Suzanne FB Hall Monday & Thursday ...... 9 am - 10 am outdoors -TFN
Baynes Sound Garden Club - OAP Hall  Thursday ......ccceeeereereeeeennee 7 pm first week
Baynes Sound Lions - OAP Hall MONAAY .ovvereeererereereereeenaens 7 pm third week
FBCA Board Meeting - Fanny Bay Hall Thursday .....cccecvveveevenceennns 7 pm fourth week
FBSES - Rosewall Ck Hatchery BerrayRd  Wednesday &; Saturday .. 9 - 12 noon
FBWW - Fire Hall, Cougar Smith Rd Meetings as required ......... fannybaywaterworks@gmail.com
OAP General Meeting TUESHAY .ecvererererannensensennes 2 pm second week
Parents & Tots - Fanny Bay Hall Thursday .......ccevveeereeeneene 10:30 am - Noon
Pickleball - Fanny Bay Hall MONdaY ..oocreececeeierenceenennes 11am-1pm, 3 pm-8pm
Pickleball - Fanny Bay Hall Wednesday ........ccooeeereureenee 12:30 -5 pm
Pickleball - Fanny Bay Hall Thursday .....cceveveveeeeeeeerenne 5-8pm
Pickleball - Fanny Bay Hall Frday ..oceeeeeeeeeeeeereneseeensnnees 10-4 pm
Pickleball - Fanny Bay Hall Saturday .......cceeevereereerenenens 10-12 noon
Pickleball - Fanny Bay Hall SUNAAY .. 10-1pm
Ships Point Improvement Dist. Wednesday.......cccerueeerreererenes time varies, second week
Youth Group - Fanny Bay Hall Friday. .o ceeescesssescseeenans 7 - 8 pm when hall available
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SUN MON FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 1 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Daylight Savings St. Patrick’'s Day Spring Begins
21 22 28 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31
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