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Fanny Bay had big parly

BY M. HALLGREN

Chairman Les Aviss opened
the festivities with greetings
to all present, then turned the
mike over to Anne Chligfour,
a popular member of the
community for the past 30
years. She introduced the
head table guests then gave a
short resume of the history of
the hall.

In 1930 local residents
-formed a committee to con-
sider building a community
hall. Abe McLaughlin, a
ploneer settler of Fanny Bay,
donated a 3-acre plot of his
land, and after negotiating a
small loan the committee
began building on the land
beside what is now Highway
19, just north of Wilfert (Coal)
Creek. In September, 1831, the
hall was officially opened.

Nineteen names are listed
as the builders, and two men
were present on Oct. 24 to
receive the applause of the
gathering. These were Jack
Willis and Norey Hasings.
Fred Larsen, Leo Rogers and
Henry Carney were unable to
attend. Deceased, but
represented by family
members who were duly
acknowledge, were Herb and
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Lou Larsen, Ted Robertson,
Fred O’Neill, James
Sturgeon, Joe Hastings, Don
and Wade McLaughlin, Pete
Robertson Sr., Fred Lund Sr.,
Jack Adams, Howard Kelsey,
Harold Rogers and Art Pratt
Sr.The local shingle mill,
owned and operated by
Rayoneir, Ltd., was the main
industry in Fanny Bay at that
time, and in the following 30
years, with Bill Fulton as
resident-manager, gave much
assistance in the building
miaterials part of the con-
struction.

The Fanny Bay Athletic and
Social Society was formed and
duly registered under the
Provincial Societies Act,
some 45 years ago, and 12

.Directors are elected in an-

nual membership meeting,
and this Directorate run the
business of the hall and ad-
jacent playground.The hall
today is a far cry from the
‘pre-Hydro’ years, and now
have modern facilities, a good
oil furnace, a stage addition
was build on some years ago,
and a good kitchen equipped
to cater to hundreds of
patrons. All these things at-
test to the over-all co-
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operation of volunteer labor
through the past half-century.

The Christmas Party for
local children has been a
continuous event for over 40
years, and only recently the
free gift for all young children
had to be discontinued
because of the cost factor. The
Halloween Party is also a
yearly event to keep ‘‘small
fry” off the Highway.

\

The ‘Fishermen’s Farewell’
spring banquet and dance and
the ‘Welcome  Home,
Fishermen’ fall banquet and
dance, spear-headed by
Konrad and Helen Pettersen,
Bill and Barbara Wallace,
Jack and Vilma Pridge and
Nat and Irene Ross, became a
very well-known twice-yearly
social party and continued so
for 15 years.

In 1972 a Summer Bar-
becue, an original idea put
forward by Malcom Pearce,
featuring salmon and beef,
and held a Sunday in mid-
July, is always well attended,
and now has become an an-
nual event.

Then there are the in-
numerable young brides-to-
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be, who grew up in the
community, have sat through
their wedding ‘showers’, later
danced at their wedding
receptions, in the Fanny Bay
hall. One signal occasion in
1978 was the bridal showers,
then the wedding reception for
two young couples, when the
twin daughters of Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Pridge, Marlene
and Darlene, chose the same
wedding day, and over 300
people jammed the hall and
grounds for the happy. oc-
casion.

These are only major events
for the community hall, there
are many other activities
throughout the year. The
Directorate must show that
the hall is being used by
community residents, to
receive the Provincial
Government grants.

~For the gala 50th an-
niversary party, the hall was
appropriately decorated in
gold color anniversary them,
and the large gold and white
iced cake, made and
decorated by Penny Macey of
Fanny Bay, drew the ad-
miration of all present. It
tasted good, too.
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